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Presentation Notes
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/2007-03-27-maya-2012_n.htm


Beliefs about 2012

Since Maya religion is cyclical, it doesn’t have a
final day or apocalypse.

‘'The idea that the world will end in 2012 has

~ been {re&ted by followers of;ﬁe NN

~ movement a : lennialism.

These false teachers use the Maya calendar to
try to support their wrong interpretation of the
Scriptures:

When you teach somethmg that is not true, you
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Presentation Notes
Maya religious belief was a hybrid of sorts. They had one almighty god, Kukulcan, but they also worshipped many other types of gods. They believed in an after-life of sorts but because of their cyclical philosophies that afterlife was a type of reincarnation. They believed in three levels of the universe, the spiritual level or heavenly level, the physical, earth level, and the underworld. 


Where are the answers?
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_Fighting for the Truth g-i
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We want to be knowledgeable about the topic so that we can give a proper defense about God’s word.  


Fighting for the Truth

= Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward those who
are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech
always be wzth grace, seasoned wzth salt, that you

may ow you ou ht j er each one.

earth will pass away,

= John 5: 39 “You search the Scriptures, for in them
- you think you have eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me.”

= Walk in the Wisd mrof the Scriptures.
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Our Mission: Use what it says in the Scriptures. We will look at several passages concerning the end of the world. What we will see is that God does not want us to be concerned with when the end is coming but rather He wants us to be focused on preparing for the end. This is every Christian’s calling, to instruct others about the truths of God’s word. This is mission work. Use this popular topic as a way to tell others about what we really need to know: Jesus Christ crucified for our sins. 
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What is the Maya Calendar?g
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The long count calendar supposedly ends on the 13th Baktun. But the Maya did not belief it would reset then, that would happen at the 20th baktun. The Maya probably just didn’t build more onto the physical Long Count calendar because they were thousands of years away from that date. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeE-3BBqG58�

Calendar Round

Source: Robinson, Andrew. (2007) 'How the Maya
Calendar Works'. New York: Thames & Hudson
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Tzolkin calendar was common to many Mesoamerican cultures. 
Possibly built around the human gestation process (9 month birth cycle) 
Haab calendar made up of 18 months of 20 days, plus one 5 day month. 
Calendar round would repeat roughly every 52 years. (approximate lifetime of a Mayan)
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Long Count Calendar

Used for dating periods longer than 52 years.
Linear form of time rather than cyclical.
Base 20 numerical system.

_.Countsffqrigmthe Maya creatlon dat qpughly 3114 B.C.

Long Count | Long Count | Approx
period period solar years

Table of Long Count units
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The Maya had a predominately cyclical view of time. This was mostly due to their religious philosophy of repetition, very similar to reincarnation. The Long Count Calendar indicates that the Maya were aware of past-present-future events but they built their society around the notion of cyclical time. This is why many people have been led to the notion that the world is going to end. The maya believe that when a cycle ends it will repeat, thereby returning to the state of time at the beginning of that cycle.   


Why the hype?

= Since the Maya use a base 20 numerical count,
the 20t Baktun is considered the official end of
the calendar.

= Two ancient Maya readings are used as
~evi e-for o2 doamsday hypothesis.

_ Tort mero !ng ion: The Thirteenth [b'ak'tun]
will end (on) 4 Ajaw, the 3rd of Uniiw [3 K'ank'in].
Black ...[illegible]...will occur: (It will be) the
descent(?) of Bolon Yokte' K'uh to the great (or
'red"?)...[illegible]...

= Chilam Balam: The ‘are ancient Maya manuscripts

written in the 1?1tur1es There is a
ktun.

reference to t& 1§t
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Maya would record dates in a 5 number sequence. 
When combined, this sequence recorded the number of days from the point of creation for that particular date.
First #: Baktun (394.3 years)
Second #: Katun (19.7 years) 
Third #: Tun (1 year)
Fourth #: Winal (20 days)
Fifth #: Kin (1 day) 
Example: 	0.0.0.1.5. = 25 days 
	0.0.1.0.0.= 360 days (1 Tun)
	13.0.0.0.0.= December 21, 2012
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The Chilam Balam translation is difficult because many things are lost in the translation from the Maya language to Spanish. There is really no agreement on a particular correct translation. NASA denies the planet alignment in 2012 but they also say that a giant meteor destroyed all the dinosaurs 400,000 years ago and that the earth is 4 billion years old. Who can you trust? Return to Scripture!!!
Chilam Balam means “Jaguar Prophet”


Maya culture
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A lot of people are buying into the hype because it comes from the Maya culture. They look at the Mayans as an ancient people who were somehow wiser and more knowledgeable about the future than we are. It is true that the Mayans were very intelligent in math and science, but the immorality of their society shows us that they were not good examples of people to follow. They were sinful people just like the next culture. 
7 ways that you would die and receive immediate blessings from the gods. Two such ways were sacrifice and suicide. 
The statue is the Maya “Chac Mool.” This statue symbolized the Maya human sacrifice ritual. The victim would lie down on the table, the priest would make an incision in the stomach with an obsidian knife, the priest would then reach inside the victim’s stomach, up through the rib cage, take their heart and pull it out the hole: all of this while the victim was still alive. The heart would still be beating while in the priest’s hand. The victim would then be beheaded. This was looked at as a righteous action, we know that it is simply murder. This action gives insight into the culture and religion of the Maya, these were sinful and immoral people, they believed in false gods. 
That being said, you ask a Maya today( there are very few left), they will tell you that their people did not and do not believe in the world ending in 2012. The transition to a new baktun was a time of rejoicing for the Maya, much like the year of Jubilee in the OT. 
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First Picture: This is a picture of the large Maya temple in Chichen Itza, El Castillo. Chichen Itza was a large Maya city at during the height of their power. 91 steps on all 4 sides, one main step at the top for a total of 365 steps.
Second Picture: The head of Kukulcan, the Maya god, depicted as a serpent. Adorns almost every building on the site. 
Third Picture: Rattle tail of Kukulcan. 
Fourth Picture: Wall of sacrifice. Each head depicts someone who was killed by decapitation. The victim’s head would be put on a stake on top of the wall. Each carving is a unique face. Usually would be prisoners of war. 
Fifth Picture: This is the Ball Court. The Maya played a ball game with seven members on each team. The object of the game was to put the ball through the hole. Sounds easy, but the only body parts that could touch the ball were the thighs, elbows, and shoulders. The winning team would be sacrificed by the losers. 
Sixth Picture: El Castillo at the time of the phenomena. When the sun hits the right spot, about 4:15 in the afternoon, it casts a shadow on the temple. The shadow depicts the body of the snake which connects the top of the temple to the bottom where the snake head is located. This signified the presence of Kukulcan among the people.    
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These are pictures of cenotes. Cenotes are large fresh water wells which are found in large caves and have their source in underground rivers. The Maya considered these wells to be sacred areas and portals into the realm of the rain god. There are two main cenotes on the Chichen Itza site (not pictured here). Maya children would be sacrificed in these cenotes as offerings to the rain god. Since the water was fresh and heavy, the bodies of these children would sink to the bottom, thus signifying a descent to the rain god. Any child born in the 5 day month was automatically sacrificed. Sacrifice was looked upon as an honorable end. 
Third Picture: This is the Maya observatory. They were able to track and chart constellations. They viewed planets. They were able to predict eclipses many years into the future. There was no doubt that they were a mathematically advanced civilization. 
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Park bench: apparently a Florida woman put up these advertisements for her book on the end of the world. 
We are reminded of Daniel’s prophecy in chapter 9 where Gabriel tells him that the gift of prophecy would be sealed up after the 70 sevens. 
Jim Jones


What does the Bible say?

= Judgment Day is coming

= Numerous OT references: Zephaniah 1:14-18,
Isaiah 13 9- ’Isa;ah 34:4, Isa1 h 51:6, Isalah 66:

?15- -\ i“" _ i\. b ei -':‘ o4 1'.' ;.
ﬁ La ot the " 11 4
\ | | ..r- L] *‘?' ..‘ - -
_ Vl 'he day is coming, urmng like an oven..

'\}_ s V2:* ut toi 0 1 who fear My name, the Sun of
- Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings.”

= Isaiah 65:17 For behold [ create new heavens and a
new earth; And t _#‘ e 1all not be remembered




What does the Bible say?

= 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 But concerning the times
and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that 1
should write to you. For you yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief
in tha{zz' ht For when they. say "Peace and safety!"
" 1 sudden destruction c0ﬁ1 on them, as labor
pains u ?’_I?r nE? woman. And they shall not
escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so
- that this Day should overtake you as a thief.

= A thief in the night, labor pains upon a pregnant
woman

= [f you want to be

dark

ared, be in the light, not the
- .



What does the Bible say?

@ 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 and to give you who are
troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished

| wzth%g'enlis}t.l_ destruction from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power, when He
comes, in that Day, to be glovified in His saints and
to be admired among all those who believe, because
our testimony among you was believed.
= Jesus Christ is coming again

= Those who belié "f‘ ill have rest, those who do not
will have destrtict -
y) -~ o




/ . What does the Bible say?
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What does the Bible say?

= 2 Peter 3:10-11 But the day of the Lord will come as:
a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass
away wzth a great noise, and the elements will melt

with f ;fr both the earth and the works that
;iﬁr_e‘i' erefo nge all these
- thing  be ¢ MG ne?"b‘fpersons
- ought yo 2 *-;? uf COM. uct and godlznesg'
.}.‘i-. Comir g unexpe tedly ‘v ' i

= Earth will be burned up, heaveﬁg' pass away

« We should live in holiness and godliness
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Peter makes it clear that the actual day of Judgment is a mystery to man. Therefore, don’t focus your efforts on trying to find out when it will come. Simply be ready. The only way to be ready is to have faith in Jesus Christ. What we need to be doing is continuing spread the gospel and follow the word of God. 


What does the Bible say?

S Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to His ﬁg 'ﬂ‘
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What does the Bible say?

= Acts 1:6-8 Therefore, when they had come together,
they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to
’ them HE 1s not for you to know times
ich the Father he Z‘imﬁf" win-authority.
u shall recerve power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; ancf“ you shall be witnesses to
" Me in Jerusalem, and in all ]udea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth."

= We don’t need to know the time, leave it up to God




What does the Bible say?

= Acts 17:30-31 "Truly, these times of ignorance C Go?
overlooked, but now comnﬁands all men everywhere
j repent, "because He has a,p?m‘n ed a day on
which He will judge the orld. ousness by

1i|

Y il
.

?f' has given
g m from thef
R g

E?pent B ..
. God has apff’bmted the day of ]udgment

" The assurance of t ilt upon the resurrection of
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Context: Paul addressing the men of Athens who had erected an altar to the unknown god. 


Matthew 24 |
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= V.11: “Then mcm false prophets will rise up and -
deceive many.” w\ y
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Flood notes: The people were immoral in the days of Noah, they were not ready for the times. So will be the same when Judgment day comes. 
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Jesus states it so clearly


Revelation 22

= V.7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

& VV. nd bahold | am cor ] quzckly, and
My : le, | ”%,a.ne
- accor -.-}ﬁpha and the

th Bodi: mg'%ad the End the First and
the h ] &

= V 17 And the szrzt and the brzde say, "Come!"
And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him
who thzrsts come # oever desires, let him take the




P “Come quickly” 1
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Presentation Notes
Doomsday predictions like this one should only strengthen our resolve to continue to spread God’s word. There are very many people out there who need to hear the message of salvation.
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