discussed throughout all the hill country of Judea. 66 And all those who
heard them kept them in their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will this
be?” And the hand of the Lord was with him. 67 Now his father Zacharias
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 68 “Blessed is
the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, 69
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant
David, 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been
since the world began, 71 That we should be saved from our enemies And
from the hand of all who hate us, 72 To perform the mercy promised to our
fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore
to our father Abraham: 74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the
hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 75 In holiness and
righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 76 “And you, child, will
be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare His ways, 77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people
By the remission of their sins, 78 Through the tender mercy of our God,
With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 79 To give light to
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into
the way of peace.”

Revelation 19:11-16
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and
makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were
many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13
He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The
Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes
a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself
will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
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CHRISTMAS IN
REVELATION
He Who Was and Is and Is to Come.
Pastor Mark Bernthal

Service of Light

Phos Hilaron

His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And
the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour
her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule
all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His
throne. 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place
prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred
and sixty days.

Pastor Matt Ude
The King of kings who Judges and Makes War
Psalm 45:1-7
My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition
concerning the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 2 You are fairer
than the sons of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; Therefore God has
blessed You forever. 3 Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One,
With Your glory and Your majesty. 4 And in Your majesty ride prosperously
because of truth, humility, and righteousness; And Your right hand shall
teach You awesome things. 5 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s
enemies; The peoples fall under You. 6 Your throne, O God, is forever and
ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 7 You love
righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed
You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.

Luke 1:57-79
Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her to be delivered, and she brought forth
a son. 58 When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord had shown
great mercy to her, they rejoiced with her. 59 So it was, on the eighth day,
that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by
the name of his father, Zacharias. 60 His mother answered and said, “No; he
shall be called John.” 61 But they said to her, “There is no one among your
relatives who is called by this name.” 62 So they made signs to his father—
what he would have him called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they all marveled. 64 Immediately his
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising God. 65
Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these sayings were
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will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son
in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called
barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.” 38 Then Mary
said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 39 Now Mary arose in
those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah,
40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And
it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42
Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 But why is this granted
to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For indeed, as
soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped
in my womb for joy. 45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be
a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.” 46
And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 And my spirit has
rejoiced in God my Savior. 48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His
maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.
49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me, And holy is His
name. 50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to
generation. 51 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52 He has put down the mighty
from their thrones, And exalted the lowly. 53 He has filled the hungry
with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. 54 He has helped
His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, 55 As He spoke to our
fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 56 And Mary remained
with her about three months, and returned to her house.

Thanksgiving for Light

Psalmody : Psalm 141

Revelation 12:1-6

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.
2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.
3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4
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and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your
desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.” 17 Then
to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife,
and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying,
‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil
you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles
it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field.
19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the
ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust
you shall return.” 20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living. 21 Also for Adam and his wife the
Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord
God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good
and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him
out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.
24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of
the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to
guard the way to the tree of life.

Luke 1:26-56
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice,
highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among
women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying,
and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth
a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Then
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a
man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit
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and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under
the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 4 So I wept much,
because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look
at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll
and to loose its seven seals.” 6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of
the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7
Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat
on the throne. Worthy Is the Lamb 8 Now when He had taken the scroll,
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are
worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And
have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our
God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I heard
the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the
elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is
the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And
strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And every creature
which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are
in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor
and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb,
forever and ever!” 14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And
the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever
and ever.

Pastor David Ude
The Seed of the Woman who Slays the Dragon
Genesis 3:15-25
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His
heel.” 16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow
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L Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You,
O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the
whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.

Hymn: TLH 344
Readings: Readings From Holy Scripture
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 49:8-12
L But You, O Lord, have mercy upon us!
C Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:5-25
L But You, O Lord, have mercy upon us!
C Thanks be to God!

An excerpt from Luther's Large Catechism on
the Second Article
If now you are asked, What do you believe in the
Second Article of Jesus Christ? answer briefly:
I believe that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has
become my Lord. But what is it to become Lord?
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It is this, that He has redeemed me from sin, from the devil,
from death, and all evil. For before I had no Lord nor King,
but was captive under the power of the devil, condemned to
death, enmeshed in sin and blindness.

Hymn: TLH 56

and they were both well advanced in years. 8 So it was, that while he was
serving as priest before God in the order of his division, 9 according to
the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went
into the temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people
was praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then an angel of the Lord
appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And
when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer
is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call
his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of
the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him
in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” 18 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How
shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in
years.” 19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who
stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring
you these glad tidings. 20 But behold, you will be mute and not able to
speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe
my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 21 And the people
waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple.
22 But when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived
that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and
remained speechless. 23 So it was, as soon as the days of his service were
completed, that he departed to his own house. 24 Now after those days
his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, 25
“Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to
take away my reproach among people.”

Prayer

Revelation 5:1-14

For when we had been created by God the Father, and had
received from Him all manner of good, the devil came and
led us into disobedience, sin, death, and all evil, so that we
fell under His wrath and displeasure and were doomed to
eternal damnation, as we had merited and deserved.
There was no counsel, help, or comfort until this only
and eternal Son of God in His unfathomable goodness had
compassion upon our misery and wretchedness, and came
from heaven to help us.
Those tyrants and jailers, then, are all expelled now, and in
their place has come Jesus Christ, Lord of life, righteousness,
every blessing, and salvation, and has delivered us poor
lost men from the jaws of hell, has won us, made us free,
and brought us again into the favor and grace of the Father,
and has taken us as His own property under His shelter and
protection, that He may govern us by His righteousness,
wisdom, power, life, and blessedness

Sermon Text Revelation 12:1-6
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon:
Judah’s Lion Who Opens the Scriptures

And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll
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Litany

Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition
ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and
congregation.

Benediction
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father,
the † Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn: WS 799
Scripture Readings
Pastor Mark Bernthal
Judah’s Lion Who Opens the Scriptures
Genesis 49:8-12

“Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall
be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s children shall bow down
before you. 9 Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the prey, my son, you have
gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who
shall rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be
the obedience of the people. 11 Binding his donkey to the vine, And his
donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He washed his garments in wine, And his
clothes in the blood of grapes. 12 His eyes are darker than wine, And his
teeth whiter than milk.

L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L

Luke 1:5-25

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren,
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L

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For President Eichstadt, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants
of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For President Trump, for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
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C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all
good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:

Silence for individual prayer.
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C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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