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A STUDY OF MERE CHRISTIANITY

Lesson 13

Chapter 4.3 | Chapter 4.4
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LESSON 12 CHAPTER SUMMARIES

2

Theology is the way we 
learn about God, and 
thereby learn about 
ourselves.

4.1
As we learn about God we 
see Him as Triune. This is 
necessary to see His work, 
which allows us to see how 
we have life with Him. 

4.2
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BOOK FOUR: BEYOND PERSONALITY: OR FIRST 
STEPS IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

CHAPTER THREE: TIME AND BEYOND TIME

Outline:

• Prayer & Eternity 

• Two Difficulties 
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PRAYER & ETERNITY
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PRAYER & ETERNITY 

Tips to Understanding Eternity 

• Beware of using your perspective to try to understand something that 

is only from God’s perspective. 

• There are gaps in our knowledge.

• We need to rely on God’s Word.

• Something like this can only be accepted by faith.

• Recognize the phrases inherent to your understanding that shape your 

understanding of the topic.

• “at the same moment”

• “ We tend to assume…”

• “ You and I tend to take it for granted…”

• Remember that just because a truth is beyond your understanding 

does not mean it is useless for your faith. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________ 

  



Slide 6 

 

6

PRAYER & ETERNITY 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Yes, he has 

also put eternity in their hearts, yet it is not possible for man to understand 

the work that God has done from beginning to end. 
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PRAYER & ETERNITY 

Acts 17:26-29 From one man, he made every nation of mankind 

to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the 

appointed times and the boundaries where they would live. 27 He 

did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him 

and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in 

him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own 

poets have said, 'Indeed, we are also his offspring.' 29 "Therefore, 

since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine 

being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by human 

skill and planning.
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TWO DIFFICULTIES 

1. The incarnation of Jesus

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________ 

  



Slide 9 

 

9

TWO DIFFICULTIES 

2. God’s omniscience and human will
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BOOK FOUR: BEYOND PERSONALITY: OR FIRST 
STEPS IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

CHAPTER FOUR: GOOD INFECTION 

Outline:

• Cause and Effect

• God’s Love and His Nature

• The “ Whole”  of Christianity 
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CAUSE AND EFFECT

In dealing with God’s nature, we must take time out of our understanding.

“ The Son exists because the Father exist: but there never was a time before 

the Father produced the Son.”  (p. 173)

Psalm 2:7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD. He said to me: “ You are my Son. Today I have begotten you.”

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is close to the Father's side, has made him 

known. 

John 5:22-23 “ In fact , the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all should 

honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 

him.”

John 10:30 “ I and the Father are one.”

2 John 1:9 Anyone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does not have God. The one 

who remains in this teaching has both the Father and the Son. 
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GOD’S LOVE AND HIS NATURE

The Christian View of God’s Love

1. God’s love is from His nature

2. Love does not exist outside of a relationship

3. Do we emphasize “God is Love”  or “ Love is God?”

4. God’s Love is a “ living, dynamic activity.”  
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THE “ WHOLE”  OF CHRISTIANITY

God’s (like a Father to a Son) Love 
By the Holy Spirit

“God is love, and that 

love works through men 

– especially through the 

whole community of 

Christians. But this spirit 

of love is, from all 

eternity, a love going on 

between the Father and 

the Son.”  (p. 176)
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THE “ WHOLE”  OF CHRISTIANITY

The Good Infection:

“ If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, 

the thing that has them.”  (p. 176)
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MEMORABLE THOUGHTS

“ When Christ died, He died for you individually just as much as if you had 

been the only man in the world.”  (p. 168)

“But God has no history. He is too completely and utterly real to have one. 

For, of course, to have a history means losing part of your reality...”  (p. 

169)

“ It is quite right to go away from them [The Bible’s words] for a moment 

in order to make some special point clear. But you must always go back.”  

(p. 174)

“Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever? Once a man 

is separated from God, what can he do but wither and die.”  (p. 176)
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LESSON 13 CHAPTER SUMMARIES

16

God’s eternity is essential to 
who He is, and thereby 
essential to who we are, yet 
it is beyond our 
understanding. 

4.3
Faith is sharing life with 
God; a live which is His and 
is manifested in His nature. 

4.4
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