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A STUDY OF MERE CHRISTIANITY

Lesson 14

Chapter 4.5 | Chapter 4.6
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LESSON 13 CHAPTER SUMMARIES

2

God’s eternity is essential to 
who He is, and thereby 
essential to who we are, yet 
it is beyond our 
understanding. 

4.3
Faith is sharing life with 
God; a life which is His and 
is manifested in His nature. 

4.4
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3

BOOK FOUR: BEYOND PERSONALITY: OR FIRST 
STEPS IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

CHAPTER FIVE: OBSTINATE TOY SOLDIERS

Outline:

• Resisting Change

• Incarnation and Beyond
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RESISTING CHANGE
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5

RESISTING CHANGE

1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned. 

Romans 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 

does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 

Job 14:4 Who can produce something pure from something that is 

impure? No one.

Psalm 14:2-3 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, 

to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 3 They have 

all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who 

does good, not even one. 
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INCARNATION AND BEYOND
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7

INCARNATION AND BEYOND

“The natural human creature in Him was taken up fully into the divine Son (p. 179).” 

“And in Jesus Christ , His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit , born of the 

Virgin Mary…”

“And in one Lord Jesus Christ , the only- begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light , Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 

substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made…”

“Furthermore it is necessary for everlasting salvation that one also believe faithfully the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ . For the right faith is that we believe and confess that our 

Lord Jesus Christ , the Son of God, is God and Man; God of the substance of the Father, begotten 

before the worlds; and Man of the substance of His mother, born in the world; perfect God and 

perfect Man, of a rational soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father with respect to 

His Godhead and inferior to the Father with respect to His manhood. Who, although He is God 

and Man, yet He is not two but one Christ; One not by changing of the Godhead into flesh, but by 

taking the manhood into God…”
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INCARNATION AND BEYOND
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INCARNATION AND BEYOND

➢ Making vs. Begetting

➢ Zoe vs. Bios Life

➢ Good Infection

➢ Son of God -> sons of God

“Of course, you can express this in all sorts of different ways …. 

And, whatever you do, do not start quarrelling with other people 

because they use a different formula from yours (pp.181-182).”  
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BOOK FOUR: BEYOND PERSONALITY: OR FIRST 
STEPS IN THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

CHAPTER SIX: TWO NOTES

Outline:

• Why did God do it this way?

• Totalitarian and Individualistic 
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WHY DID GOD DO IT THIS WAY?

Hebrews 2:9-10 But we look to Jesus (the one who was made lower than the 

angels for a little while, so that by God's grace he might taste death for 

everyone), now crowned with glory and honor, because he suffered death. 10 

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom 

everything exists), in leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their 

salvation to his goal through sufferings.
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WHY DID GOD DO IT THIS WAY?
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TOTALITARIAN AND INDIVIDUALISTIC 

1 Corinthians 12:12 For just as the body is 

one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so also is Christ .  
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TOTALITARIAN AND INDIVIDUALISTIC
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MEMORABLE THOUGHTS

“ You and I are concerned with the way things work now.”  (p. 178)

“ We have not got to try to climb up into spiritual life by our own efforts; it 

has already come down into the human race.”  (p. 181)

“But when you are talking about God – i.e. about the rock bottom, 

irreducible Fact on which all other facts depend – it is nonsensical to ask if 

it could have been otherwise.”  (p. 184)
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LESSON 14 CHAPTER SUMMARIES

16

Christ was begotten of the 
Father in order to change us. 

4.5
God could not have done 
things any other way because 
His way is perfect . Faith is for 
both the individual and the 
community. 

4.6
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